
LUTON PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY 
 
2014 – 2021 
 
This is an interesting document, to read the full report click here: 
 
HTTPS://BIT.LY/37ANF8G 
 
Articles with a blue arrow refer to LBC working with external partners and yellow highlights 
salient points. 
 
 
PART 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) for Luton. Building upon the preceding Assessment 
Report, it provides a clear, strategic framework for the maintenance and improvement of 
existing outdoor sports facilities and ancillary facilities between 2014 and 2021:   
 
3 Inform planning policy within the emerging Luton Local Plan policies in terms of protection 

and enhancement of provision. 
3 Provide adequate planning guidance to assess development proposals affecting playing 

fields; 
3 Inform land use decisions in respect of future use of existing outdoor sports areas and 

playing fields (capable of accommodating pitches) within the Borough; 
3 Provide a strategic framework for the provision and management of outdoor sports in the 

Borough; 
3 Support external funding bids and maximise support for outdoor and informal sports 

facilities; 
3 Provide the basis for on-going monitoring and review of the use, distribution, function, 

quality and accessibility of outdoor sport. 
 

 
 
 
The Strategy and Action Plan will recommend a number of priority projects for Luton, which 
should be implemented from 2014 to 2021. The Strategy and Action Plan is outlined to provide 
a framework and, although resources may not currently be in place to implement it,  
potential partners and possible sources of external funding will be identified. 
 
 
 
 
2.1: Football – grass pitches 
 
3 The audit identifies a total of 125 football pitches in Luton. Of these, 101 (46 sites) are 

available, at some level, for community use (although not necessarily used). 
3 A total of 240 teams are identified as Luton based team, however, 208 play in Luton. Of 

these, five teams are playing on 3G pitch provision. 
3 There are no suitable sites in Luton to service Step 5 and above clubs, for example, 

Crawley Green FC, resulting in displaced demand. Step 5 of the football pyramid contains 
leagues which have strict facility requirements such as perimeter pitch fencing and 

https://bit.ly/37ANf8G


appropriate changing accommodation.  The pitch also needs to be built to meet the 
requirements for league cup finals.  

3 There is a need to consider asset transfer as a way to make facilities more sustainable 
3 In addition, 32 teams are identified as being from Luton but actually play outside of the 

Borough. This is primarily thought to be due to a lack of access to good quality pitches. 
 
 
 
 
 
2.11: Key priorities to address 
 
Using the key issues identified in the Assessment Report, the following priorities are identified 
for each sport and provide the context for the development of the aims and objectives within 
the Strategy. 
 
Football: 
 
3 A lack of football pitches/sites in Luton to service clubs at Step 5 and above, for example, 

Crawley Green FC, resulting in displaced demand. Alongside this there is the need for a 
cup final standard pitch. 

 
 
3 A lack of available football pitches on education sites. 
 
 
 
 
PART 3: A STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
3.1 Context 
 
The PPS sits within the context of Luton Borough Council’s Prospectus 2013-2016, in which 
three key priorities are identified, which include: ‘to ensure the most vulnerable in Luton are 
safe and supported,’ and ‘to better equip residents of all ages to get jobs through investment 
in education and training.’ Against this backdrop, the rationale for producing the strategy is 
that it will help to deliver on the broader agenda to increase participation in sport, which is key 
to improving health and wellbeing outcomes and which can also play an important role in the 
development of confidence and skills among individuals. 
 
The objectives of the strategy extend across multiple LBC departments and are summarised 
below: 
 
3 To help deliver the public health agenda  
3 To inform the investment strategy for LBC initiatives 
3 To inform local plan policy and potential developer contributions 
3 To set the outdoor sports facilities plan within the context of the local plan and wider 

strategies for parks, green spaces and community development 
3 To inform sports development initiatives 
3 To reflect wider LBC asset reviews 
3 To help facilitate community use of outdoor facilities on education sites 
 
The overarching strategy for sport in Luton is set out in The Strategic Vision for Sport and 
Physical Activity (2013). It is a corporate document of which the playing pitch strategy fits into. 



The vision ensures that the Council’s investment into sport effectively contributes to the 
authority’s overall outcomes. Beyond this, a vision for sport in Luton will provide: 
 
3 Clarity of priorities in times of austerity 
3 A means of securing resources through a clear, needs-based approach 
3 Ability to maximise use of resources through informed decision making 
3 A meaningful post 2012 legacy 
3 A framework to realise Luton’s sporting ambitions  
 
 
   
 
Luton 
 
Due to the restrictions of green space in Luton there is a need for Luton’s parks and open 
space to be multifunctional and provide for the formal and informal recreational needs of the 
whole community which also includes important areas of habitat and historical interest. This 
is a major consideration in the context of providing playing pitches to service both formal and 
informal sport.  
 
Within this context, a Playing Pitch Strategy for Luton must help to address health inequalities 
by seeking to promote participation in sport 
 
 
 
 
3.2: PPS vision 
 
Building upon the Council and its partners priorities, the vision for the Playing Pitch Strategy 
is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This strategy will help in identification, and prioritisation, of outdoor sports that are of local and 
Borough-wide significance and guide the Council and its partners to work collaboratively (i.e., 
reduce duplication and competition), identify and use limited resources to optimum effect. 
 
3.3: PPS aims 
 
The proposed vision is based upon clear and achievable aims (set out within the boxed text 
below). It is recommended that the following are adopted by LBC and its partners to enable it 
to achieve the overall vision of the Strategy:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIM 1 
To protect and enhance levels of outdoor sports facilities  
 

AIM 2 
To aaddress issues of quality and management with regard to facility provision 
 

Luton will provide a network of high quality outdoor sports facilities that are conducive 
to sustaining and increasing participation in sport and consequently helping to improve 
the health and wellbeing, employment and business of residents both now and in the 
future.   
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is important that the current levels of grass pitch provision are protected, maintained and 
enhanced to secure provision now and in the future. For most sports the future demand for 
provision identified in Luton can be overcome through maximising use of existing pitches 
through a combination of: 
 
3 Securing long term community use at school sites.  
3 Working with commercial and private providers to increase usage.  
3 The re-designation of pitches for which there is an oversupply. 
3 Improving pitch quality in order to improve the capacity of pitches to accommodate more 

matches. 
Prioritising Luton clubs/residents (i.e. those with a strong tradition of playing in or being 
established in Luton) for access to pitches.  
 
 
 
 
Assuming an increase in participation and housing growth occurs, it will impact on the future 
need for certain types of sports facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 

The needs of the game will change 
significantly from the 2013/14 
season with the implementation of 
the FA Youth Development 
Review.  As a result, pitch 
demands will change. This could 
also see changes in the seasonal 
demand of pitches (youth football).  

Consider re-allocating leases to Charter Standard clubs 
with a large number of teams. 
Work with clubs to identify facility development 
opportunities. 
Work with clubs in relation to their pitch demands as a 
result of the FA Youth Development Review.  

Demand for senior football is likely 
to be sustained or decrease slightly 
based on current trends and the 
move to small sided football.  

Sustain current stock but consideration given to 
reconfigure pitches. 

AIM 3 
To maximise access to all outdoor facilities and in particular educational facilities 
 

AIM 4 
To maximise investment into outdoor sports facilities 



An increase in women and girls 
football following £2.4m investment 
over the next two years (2014-
2016) from Sport England to 
increase the number of women and 
girls taking part in football sessions. 

A need to provide segregated ancillary facilities and the 
potential need for more pitches. 

 
 
 
 
 
3 Where pitches are lost due to redevelopment of the site, compensatory re-provision or an 

equivalent contribution for re-investment into new pitches will be sought as appropriate in 
an alternative accessible location. 

 
 
 
 
Luton Council and other key partners must work with schools and colleges to develop an 
understanding of the issues that restrict or affect community access.  
 
 
 
 
 
There is potential for a number of further sites in Luton to be leased to sports clubs and/or 
organisations 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Asset Transfer Policy  
 
The Council should continue to work towards adopting a policy, currently in draft format, which 
supports community management and transfer of ownership of assets to local clubs, 
community groups and trusts  
 


